
FLATHEAD CITY—COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 15, 2018
1:00 – 3:00 PM

CONFERENCE ROOM A&B/2ND FLOOR
EARL BENNETT BUILDING

1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Members Present Members Absent Others
Bill Burg, CPA Wayne Miller, MD Tonya Buxton
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Ronalee Skees Gretchen Dahlen
P. David Myerowitz, MD Courtney Gwiazdon
Mike Nicosia, PhD Hillary Hanson
Roger Noble, PG Holly Jordt
Tamalee St. James Robinson Molly Nicholson

Kerry Nuckles
Jennifer Rankosky
Jake Rubow
Linda Ruther
Jenna Thompson

Call to Order
Chairperson P. David Myerowitz called the meeting to order at 1:00.

Attendance

Approval of Agenda
MOTION Bill Burg to approve the meeting agenda.
SECOND Pam Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes
MOTION Burg to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2018 meeting.
SECOND Mike Nicosia MOTION CARRIED

MOTION Holmquist to approve the minutes of the October 18, 2018 meeting.
SECOND Burg MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no citizen comments.
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Animal Shelter Advisory Committee Feral Cat Letter
Hillary Hanson gave an overview of the previous discussion at the October 18th Board of Health
meeting. Specifically, that the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee is requesting that the Board
send a letter to the Governor to urge that feral cats not be considered an invasive species.
Myerowitz reiterated his agreement with the Animal Shelter Committee’s letter. Myerowitz
added that, though he agrees feral cats should not be labeled an invasive species, he believes the
feral cat population, which is causing problems for county residents, should be addressed.
Myerowitz has asked Cliff Bennett to work with local communities to develop services to spay
and neuter feral cats which will lessen their reproduction. There was a short discussion regarding
the need to address the feral cat problem in Columbia Falls.

MOTION Burg to approve the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee letter to the
Governor which opposes the designation of feral cats as an invasive species.

SECOND Holmquist MOTION CARRIED

Departmental Reports

Community Health/WIC
Kerry Nuckles reported for Community Health/WIC.

 Five pertussis cases and two varicella cases were reported in October. Four additional
pertussis cases were reported in the previous week of November. Two of the pertussis
cases were elementary students in separate schools. Community Health staff are working
hard to investigate these cases and have met with local medical staff.

Myerowitz asked about vaccination status for these cases. Hanson reported that of the two
varicella cases, one was unvaccinated, one was partially vaccinated and not yet due for the
second dose, and of the five pertussis cases, one was vaccinated, two were unvaccinated, and two
were adults whose vaccinations were out of date.

 There has been a rise in sexually transmitted diseases and Hepatitis C.
Tamalee St. James Robinson addressed the issue of gonorrhea, saying that it typically follows the
drug trade and is more common in the older population. Cases have increased nationwide
because traditional treatment is ineffective to some resistant strains of gonorrhea. Myerowitz
asked if it is possible to distinguish between Hepatitis C cases that were contracted through drug
use and those that were contracted through transfusions or other non-drug use related contact.
Nuckles said this is tracked and she will follow-up with those numbers.

 One confirmed influenza case was reported in October. These numbers are expected to
rise as the season progresses.

 Recently a gastrointestinal outbreak was reported at an assisted living facility. These
were unconfirmed cases as no samples were supplied for testing. The assisted living
facility was very cooperative in their response. Currently there is another gastrointestinal
outbreak at a skilled nursing facility which Environmental Health and Community Health
are working together to combat. This outbreak only happened the day before the meeting.

Myerowitz would like monthly tracking of facilities reported that would help to see which
facilities have recurring outbreaks.

 WIC remains at status quo.
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Holly Jordt reported for Healthy Montana Families.
 Caseloads continue to increase.
 Healthy Montana Families is fully staffed and the most recently hired Parents as Teachers

staff has completed most of her training with the exception of data training with the State.
 The SafeCare caseload has increased up to 67% and the vacant position for this program

has been filled and the new hire is in process with her training.
 The Montana Asthma program has increased from 53% in September to 80% in October.

This increase is attributed to more aggressive community outreach.
 The First Years Initiative has remained steady at 106%.

St. James Robinson asked if SafeCare participants are voluntary or involuntary. Jordt said
currently all participants are voluntary.

 In October there were 27 incoming referrals from nine separate agencies.

Environmental Health
Jenna Thompson reported for Environmental Health.

 There were two poor scores to report.
Myerowitz voiced his concerns about a popular restaurant that continues to have low scores and
asked what actions are being taken. Thompson said this establishment is currently on an
advanced inspection schedule. The next action would be a plan of compliance once they score
two consecutive C or lower scores. Hanson said that the actions Environmental Health takes are
per policy, and if the Board wants more strict rules, the Board would need to review and revise
the policies. Myerowitz does not want to make it an issue of punishment, but has noticed an
uptick in problem cases in the past two years. Burg suggested that the owners of this
establishment and several others be contacted. Myerowitz agreed it would be beneficial. Two
other establishments were discussed. Nicosia called attention to a local grocery in Columbia
Falls where the staff in the deli often cut lunchmeat without wearing gloves.

Community Health Center/Family Planning
Gretchen Dahlen, Interim Executive Director, reported for the Community Health Center.

 The Community Health Center has hired Genna Southworth as the new Executive
Director. She will start December 3rd.

 Dahlen will remain until mid-December to help with the transitioning, and to finalize her
commitment with the Community Health Center.

 Penny Chisholm, an Attorney in Columbia Falls, was added to the Community Health
Center Board of Directors.

 Dahlen wanted the Board to be alerted to the fact that four out of seven of the leadership
of the Health Center have been on maternity leave at the same time.

 Dr. Holdhusen is on a mission trip for the month of November. When Dahlen writes her
evaluation summary, she will recommend the use of locum tenens when medical staff is
away for a length of time.

 Nearly half of the revenue for the Health Center comes from Medicaid and Dahlen is
hopeful the legislature will pass Medicaid Expansion.

 A $285,000.00 for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Disorder was received and will
be used for staffing, training, and other alterations such as sound proofing offices.

 Dental services are now available at the Hungry Horse Clinic.
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Health Promotion
Jen Rankosky reported for Health Promotion.

 Fifty-six screenings were completed in October and only eight of those were for patient
navigation. Health Promotion and the Community Health Center are collaborating on a
pilot program to provide patient navigation services to Health Center patients.

 In the past four months the Cancer Screening Program has had more cancer diagnosis
than the entire previous year.

 Emergency Preparedness conducted a collaborative measles outbreak exercise. Feedback
about the efficiency of the process was positive. Through this exercise, contact was made
with Flathead Valley Community College which provided more awareness of how the
college can be served by the Health Department.

Myerowitz would like to know the immunization data of the measles outbreaks in the nation.
Rankosky and Hanson said they will find this data.

Home Health
Courtney Gwaizdon reported for Home Health.

 New physical therapy staff are trained and out in the field. Home Health is fully staffed
having two full time Physical Therapists, two full time Physical Therapist Assistants and
three Physical Rehabilitation Network Physical Therapists. There are two full time RN
Care managers and four limited Physical Rehabilitation Network RN’s. In January they
will have three care managers. The new nursing Physical Rehabilitation Network staff
continue to be trained.

 After a slower September the numbers have improved to 35 admits for the month of
October. Currently for November there are 18 admits. The current census is 66 with
seven prospective patients of which four are expected to be admitted. This is an increase
of 10 from October.

 The total number of visits is slightly down at 493 from 504. There was an increase in
skilled nursing in the month of October by 12 visits to 199. These remain mostly wound
care which increases the cost of the visit. Physical Therapy visits did decrease 31 visits
to 236. Occupational Therapy increased seven visits to 49 and speech therapy remained
steady at eight visits with one Montana Social Work visit.

 Most referrals continue to come from Assisted Living Facilities. A total of four consults
from North Valley and Kalispell Regional Health were received in October. Home
Health has been marketing to the clinics, hospitals and skilled nursing facilities and is
continuing with radio ads.

 A financial loss for the month of October is due primarily to insurance payments and
training of new staff, as well as a delay in billing of about two months.

Myerowitz expressed concerns about a drop in the cash balance. There was a discussion
regarding the billing cycle and how it impacts the numbers.

Animal Shelter
There was no report from the Animal Shelter due to the absence of Cliff Bennett.

Mosquito Control
Jake Rubow reported for Mosquito Control.
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 The Federal Aviation Administration has begun the preliminary review of the application
to allow for the application of chemicals with the drone.

 The staff has been mapping several sites and working on permission by some landowners
to access and treat their areas.

 Rubow has been in touch with the City of Columbia Falls regarding “Mosquito Flats”.

Financial Report
Hanson announced that Lucie Shea is no longer working at the Health Department as she has
taken a job with the Whitefish School District. The County finance personnel are stepping in to
help until her position is filled. Shea submitted an October financial report which Hanson
summarized.

 The general fund cash balance is $683,000.
 Community Health expenses were high because of vaccine costs; however the revenues

from the immunizations will also increase.
 Environmental Health received $21,000 from the State for Food and Consumer Safety.
 The HVAC system upgrade project resumed with the installation of 33 new control boxes

and two new motors. These expenses will be deducted from the Capital Improvement
Plan funds.

 A dip in the cash balance for Home Health is due to a combination of lower than usual
revenues and higher than usual expenses.

St. James Robinson asked what the DUI funding was. Rankosky explained the compliance
check process which these funds are used for, and that Wendy Olson Hansen works with law
enforcement agencies to combat sales of alcohol to underage citizens and other attempts to
decrease driving under the influence.

Health Officer’s Report
Hanson gave the Health Officers Report.
All items in Hanson’s report were covered in the meeting. Hanson contacted Doug Russell with
the City of Kalispell to discuss a person to replace outgoing Board of Health member, Duane
Larson. Hanson said Russell is working on the replacement and will get back to her soon about
it. Hanson passed around two cards for Larson to be signed, one a get well card and the other a
card thanking him for his service to the Board. Larson will be invited to attend the December
meeting so the thank you card can be given to him. If he is unable to attend, the card will be
mailed. Hanson added that the December meeting will be changed to Wednesday December 12th.
A Home Health Committee meeting will be held just prior to that meeting as it is time to review
their contract for the next year.

Follow-up Items
Myerowitz asked that a monthly agenda item be added so topics that require follow-up will not
get overlooked. Hanson and Nuckles compiled the updates for which the Board requested
additional information and provided the updates in a document. Updates were included on the
following topics:

 Flathead Forward
 Septage funding
 Columbia Falls Aluminum Company Community Liaison Panel
 Hepatitis C, drug use and syringe service programs
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 Montana Healthcare Foundation Crisis Diversion Grant
The issue of implementing a needle exchange program was thoroughly discussed. The need for
the program was discussed along with concerns that the perception would be that such a program
would enable drug use. Hanson stated that it would be essential to link the program to other
Health Department services. Myerowitz stated that he would not get behind a program that did
not offer options to link to other public health programs such as HIV or Hepatitis C testing.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business

Board Member Comments
Holmquist wished all a happy Thanksgiving.
Burg offered symphony tickets to the new Board members and explained what the symphony is
offering this month.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:05

Transcribed by Wanda Forbes


