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FLATHEAD CITY-COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

June 20, 2019 
CONFERENCE ROOM A & B/2ND FLOOR 

EARL BENNETT BUILDING 
1035 1ST AVENUE WEST 
KALISPELL, MONTANA 

 
 

Members Present Members Absent Others 
Bill Burg, CPA Mike Nicosia, PhD Cliff Bennett 
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Roger Noble, PG Nikki Bishop 
Wayne Miller, MD Tamalee St. James Robinson Jillian Boll 
P. David Myerowitz, MD Kyle Waterman, City Representative Lisa Dennison 
Ronalee Skees  Leslie Diede 
  Mandie Fleming 
  Mackenzie Gress 
  Courtney Gwiazdon 
  Hillary Hanson 
  Christine Hughes 
  Holly Jordt 
  Forest Nelson 
  Molly Nicholson 
  Kerry Nuckles 
  Jen Rankosky 
  Jake Rubow 
  Kirk Zander 
 
 
Call to Order 
Chairperson P. David Myerowitz called the meeting to order at 1:00pm 
 
Attendance 
 
Approval of Agenda 
MOTION  Bill Burg to approve the meeting agenda. 
SECOND  Wayne Miller    MOTION CARRIED 
 
Approval of Minutes 
MOTION   Burg to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2019 meeting. 
SECOND   Miller     MOTION CARRIED 
 
Citizen Comments 
Forest Nelson, a Licensed Septic Installer in Flathead County, asked for clarification on various 
regulations pertaining to the design and construction of a septic system.  After some discussion it 
was decided that he should work with Environmental Health to share his proposed alterations for 
the regulations. 
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Health Officer Evaluation 
Burg spoke for the Personnel Committee which reviewed the self-evaluation of the Health 
Officer. A report, which reflects a substantial increase in the self-evaluation score, was written 
and is to be placed in Hanson’s personnel file for future reference when her contract comes up in 
another year. 
 
Departmental Reports 
 

Community Health 
Lisa Dennison reported for Communicable Disease. 
• Dennison gave the Board a Draft Immunization Action Plan containing three separate 

themes. 
o Theme 1: Encouraging the schools to share their Immunization Rate with student families 

leading to awareness of risks for vaccine preventable disease outbreaks.  
o Theme 2: Educating school staff on vaccine requirements, documentation protocols, 

reporting processes and interventions the school can do to improve their immunization 
rates. 

o Theme 3: Increase community awareness of school immunization rates and the risk of 
vaccine preventable disease outbreaks due to the low immunization rates within the 
school system. 

Myerowitz would like to see continued reporting on vaccination rates to see if the Immunization 
Action Plan is having an impact.  Dennison indicated that they would be sending letters to the 
schools strongly advising them to make their immunization rates available to the parents. They 
would then follow up with the individual schools to see if there were any resources or 
communications that they could help with to get the information to the students’ families.  
Myerowitz asked if there had been any communication with the school principals or 
superintendents before the end of the school year to discuss this issue.  Dennison stated that she 
and Hanson attended the Countywide Superintendent Meeting on May 1st where they were able 
to discuss their concerns and give suggestions on how to boost the immunization rates.   
 
Kerry Nuckles reported for WIC. 

• WIC numbers are holding steady.  This is the first month implementing the matching 
project with SNAP and it had a slow start.   

• Jeannine Lund, the WIC Supervisor and Dietitian, won the Outstanding Montana 
Dietitian of the Year Award from the Montana Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.  

 
Holly Jordt reported for Home Visiting 

• Jordt introduced new employee, Mackenzie Gress, RN, who will be working in Maternal 
Child Health and the Healthy Young Parent programs. 

• Parents as Teachers is being reported as a combined number with the First Years 
Initiative with a caseload of 84% for the month of May. 

• SafeCare is doing great at 117%. 
• The Asthma Program has been given permission to expand services to the adult 

population. 
• 18 new referrals and 33 families on the waiting list for the month of May. 

There was discussion concerning different funding sources to cover state funding gaps. 
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• The Healthy Young Parent Program has been moving slowly due to lack of staff.  They 
did have a Needs Assessment completed by several focus groups which identified gaps in 
services such as:  

o  Affordable housing 
o  Affordable quality child and infant care 
o  Transportation 
o  Peer support services 
o Awareness, screening and support for Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorder 
o Parenting classes and other supports which are difficult to find and not always 

meeting the needs of specific age groups 
• The Asthma Program has ordered 8 Purple Air Indoor Monitors and they will be working 

with the University of Montana for research, data collection and evaluation from July 1 
through December 1. 

 
Environmental Health 

Christine Hughes reported for Environmental Health 
• There were 83 septic applications received in May.  The addition of the temporary 

Registered Sanitarian and Environmental Health Tech is alleviating some of the wait time 
with the applications.   

• 48 Food and Consumer Plan reviews were received, 19 of which are tourist home 
applications.  They are looking at work flow changes since significant time is spent on 
the tourist home applications. 

• The sanitarians are busy inspecting temporary events and local farmers markets.  
• Environmental Health plans to purchase a Purple Air monitor and place it at the 

Columbia Falls monitoring site for side-by-side comparison with the monitor there. 
• They have completed the first month of the EH time study and looking at preliminary 

data.  Once the information is compiled, it will be shared. 
 

Flathead Community Health Center 
Leslie Diede reported for Flathead Community Health Center. 

• Patient numbers are up from last year. 
• Three new residents starting next week. 
• New quality improvement projects related to colorectal screening and diabetes are 

showing favorable results. 
• The Health Center is working closely with the Family Drug Court by providing 

behavioral health, medical and dental services for those families that don’t have providers 
elsewhere.   
 

Family Planning 
Mandie Fleming reported for Family Planning 

• Family Planning saw a record number of patients during the month of May. 
• They conducted a significant amount of outreach at local schools and community 

agencies. 
• The syringe exchange program has been very successful.  They have brought in more 

syringes than they have distributed.   
There was discussion about referring syringe exchange clients to treatment and tracking referrals.  
Fleming stated she can look to incorporate this information into her monthly Board reports. 
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Health Promotion 

Jennifer Rankosky reported for Health Promotion. 
• The Board report has been updated to distinguish between breast and cervical screenings. 
• The Suicide Prevention grant which was ending as of June 30th will be receiving 

continued funding.   
• Wendy Olson presented on the Let’s Control It Responsible Sales and Service of Alcohol 

Training. 
 

 
Home Health 

Courtney Gwiazdon reported for Home Health. 
• Home Health is fully staffed and new staff training is underway. 
• There were 41 referrals in May with six declining services. The denied consults were 

from various offices in the valley.  Currently for June there were 25 referrals with two 
declining services.   

• Active patient census is 75. 
• Referrals remain widespread through assisted living facilities, skilled nursing facilities, 

physicians and the hospitals. 
• Continuing to work on staff training, quality assurance and Patient Driven Groupings 

Model, the new billing model for 2020. 
 

Animal Shelter 
Cliff Bennett reported for the Animal Shelter. 

• The 12-month totals for the Shelter show that they have approximately twice as many 
dogs as cats coming in but they adopt out roughly the same number of dogs as cats (with 
approximately 60% of dogs going back to their owners). 

• The Shelter has a new TV commercial out featuring the Barn Cat program.  It is hoped 
that this will stimulate interest in the program and placement of cats not eligible for 
traditional in-home adoptions. 

• The Shelter has reached capacity for cats and has begun a waiting list for new intakes.  A 
marketing campaign to get cats out is now in place to attempt to stimulate additional 
adoptions. 
 

Mosquito District 
Jake Rubow reported on the Mosquito District. 

• The conditions are fairly dry.   
• Flathead Lake is now full.  There has been flooding in the lower valley and along the 

Flathead River.  We are now entering Culex and West Nile Virus season and the 
Mosquito Program has started trapping/monitoring. 

• Total inspections and treatments are about double from previous years. Due to limited 
amount of water seen they are able to focus on repeat treatments in needed areas.   

• The drone licensing and software issues have been worked out and it is currently being 
calibrated. 

 
Financial Report 

Kirk Zander reported on the Financial Report. 
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• The financial report for the end of May shows a cash balance of $1.08 million with 
approximately $200,000 in grant money included.  The grant money will be moved to a 
separate fund which will provide more consistency and comparability in the General Health 
Fund. 

• May had 3 payroll cycles in the month with overall expenses being higher than April. 
• All Capital Improvement Projects have been completed for FY19. 
• Home Health looks good with a cash balance of over $260K with an increase of over $32K 

since the beginning for the current fiscal year.  Accounts receivable balance is 
approximately $215K at the end of May (which is slightly less than April’s balance of 
approx. $249K). 

• Information has been added to program dashboards to show grant type, revenue source and 
fiscal end date. 

  
Health Officer’s Report 

Hanson reported on the Health Officer’s Report. 
• Hanson presented the preliminary budget to the Kalispell City Council. 
• The Bargaining Agreement negotiations are not completed and there will be another 

meeting this Friday.  She updated the Personnel Committee on where they currently stand.   
• The increase in Animal Shelter fees has passed with the County Commissioners and takes 

effect in 30 days.  They will be watching the adoption numbers to see if there are any 
changes due to the increase in fees. 

• The date of the annual flu clinic is set for October 2nd at the fairgrounds. 
• A big thank you to Tonya Buxton for her years of service. 

There was further discussion on the animal shelter fees and the changes that were made. 
 

Follow-up Items 
There were no Follow-up Items 

 
Committee Reports 
There were no committee reports. 
 
Other Business 
There was no other business. 
 
Board Member Comments 
There were no Board Member comments 
 
Closed Session 
The Board entered Closed Session at 2:45pm and ended at 3:34pm. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:35pm. 
 
Transcribed by Nikki Bishop 


