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FLATHEAD CITY-COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 21, 2019
CONFERENCE ROOM A & B / 2ND FLOOR

EARL BENNETT BUILDING
1035 1ST AVENUE WEST
KALISPELL, MONTANA

Members Present Members Absent Others
Bill Burg, CPA (1:11pm) Kyle Waterman, City Representative Kayme Backstrom
Pam Holmquist, Commissioner Nikki Bishop
Wayne Miller, MD Jillian Boll
P. David Myerowitz, MD Lauren England
Mike Nicosia, PhD Mandie Fleming
Roger Noble, PG Courtney Gwiazdon
Ronalee Skees Hillary Hanson
Tamalee St. James Robinson Shawna Himsl

Christine Hughes
Kerry Nuckles
Mary Sterhan
Kirk Zander

Call to Order
Chairperson P. David Myerowitz called the meeting to order at 12:59pm

Attendance

Approval of Agenda
MOTION Bill Burg to approve the meeting agenda.
SECOND Wayne Miller MOTION CARRIED

Approval of Minutes of October 17, 2019 Regular Meeting
MOTION Burg to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2019 meeting.
SECOND Mike Nicosia MOTION CARRIED

Approval of the Minutes of October 29, 2019 Special Meeting
MOTION Ronalee Skees to approve the minutes of the October 29, 2019 meeting.
SECOND Nicosia MOTION CARRIED

Citizen Comments
There were no Citizen comments.

Influenza Vaccination Toolkit Letter – ACTION REQUIRED
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The Department has updated the Toolkit that is provided to Long-term Care and Assisted Living
Facilities related to creating mandatory influenza vaccination policies for health care workers.
The original Toolkit included a cover letter signed by the Board Chair stressing the importance
of influenza vaccination a mandatory policies. Hillary Hanson explained that there had been
some verbiage changes to the original letter and requests the Board approve the updated cover
letter for the Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Implementation Toolkit.
MOTION Burg to approve the Influenza Vaccination Toolkit Letter
SECOND Miller MOTION CARRIED

Initiation of Rulemaking: Flathead County Rabies Control Program – ACTION REQUIRED
The Department requests the Board adopt proposed amendments to the Flathead County Rabies
Control Program (Control Program). The Control Program was originally adopted in April 2015
and amended in June 2018. The Control Program utilizes the Compendium of Animal Rabies
Prevention and Control. The Department was recently notified that the Department of Livestock
has jurisdiction over all animal-to-animal related incidents. Therefore, the bulk of the
amendments are removing all the verbiage related to animal-to-animal incidents, as these will be
referred to Department of Livestock. The Board requested that we work with the Animal
Control Officers in continuing to formally report animal-to-animal incidents and to enter these
reports into our bite database.
MOTION Burg to approve the Initiation of Rulemaking: Flathead County Rabies Control
Program
SECOND Tamalee St James Robinson MOTION CARRIED

Departmental Reports

Community Health
Kerry Nuckles reported for Community Health

 No significant updates regarding communicable disease cases.
 There was a Norovirus outbreak in a large long-term care facility. The Department

worked very closely with this facility during this outbreak and they maintained great
communication. The Department conducted two site visits and each time they
demonstrated proper implementation of all mitigation measures, including usage of the
proper cleaning solution. A major concern was the amount of visitors to the facility and
the facility’s inability to limit these visits.

There was discussion on the outbreak and Board members made suggestions for future outbreak
control.

 Total flu vaccines given in October were 2,384 which was up over 300 from last year.

WIC
Nuckles reported for WIC

 Participation numbers are steady.
 Hungry Horse WIC clinics are set to resume in January.

Home Visiting
Holly Jordt reported for Home Visiting

 There are no big changes in caseloads. SafeCare had dropped slightly due to only having
one trained staff member and Parents as Teachers is holding steady.
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 The Asthma Program is working to strategize on ways to increase enrollment. The nurse
working in that program indicates that at this time she has 4 individuals expecting to
enroll this month.

Myerowitz recommended touching base with the local walk-in clinics to make them aware of
this service.

 The Healthy Young Parents Program is holding steady at 100% caseload.
 Incoming referrals are holding steady and at this time there are 34 referrals on the waiting

list.
 The Housing Mapping event is scheduled for December 16th from 8:30-12:30 and

everyone is invited to participate.
 The Department submitted a funding request to the Montana Healthcare Foundation to

implement Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment at Linderman
Education Center.

 The Department coordinated an indoor air quality project to take place between July 1
and December 1, 2019. The goal of the project was to place indoor air quality monitors
at places throughout Flathead County, where children frequented and spend time indoors.
There were 8 indoor air monitors placed at various locations. The Department compared
the data between the county’s air quality monitoring station and the private outdoor
monitoring station. Those monitors tracked very similar data throughout the monitoring
period. In the event of poor air quality, this will help the Department to determine indoor
air quality and make recommendations about activities during poor air quality events.

Environmental Health
Christine Hughes reported for Environmental Health

 Septic applications received in October are consistent with October of last year.
 Rebekah Van Slyke has joined Environmental Health as a Sanitarian-in-Training and is

now working in the Wastewater Program.
 Finishing up the end-of-year Food and Consumer inspections. Plan reviews have slowed

down with only 14 applications in October and half of those being tourist home
applications.

 In October the regional FDA representative came for three days to conduct re-standardization
for Hughes and Jesse Green. Standardization is part of the FDA Program Standards and
recertification is required every three years.

Flathead Community Health Center
Mary Sterhan reported for Flathead Community Health Center (FCHC)

 FCHC is converting to a limited accrual method of accounting for the clinic.
 Visits are up in each of the last three months.
 FCHC had to return funds to Health Resources and Services Administration for a

Substance Use Disorder-Mental Health grant because funds were drawn but had not been
incurred or expended. A request for carryover of those funds will be submitted and they
will be available again.

 Community Health Centers are currently funded under a continuing resolution expiring
on November 21st. FCHC is anticipating another continuing resolution extending funding
to the end of December.

Family Planning
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Mandie Fleming reported for Family Planning
 Family Planning had a positive site visit from the Department of Public Health and

Human Services (DPHHS) with minimal incidental findings. DPHHS noted the
following as strengths:

o The findings found during the last site visit are now strengths.
o They were impressed with the teen clinic and adolescents are served.
o They were impressed with the health education and outreach.
o They liked that Family Planning was co-located with the Community Health

Center and the Health Department.
 Family Planning is working on outreach and advertising efforts which includes an

increased social media presence and starting a radio campaign to reduce stigma.
 Visit numbers are above average with 276 visits in October.
 Shawna Himsl provided a 7-month update on the Syringe Exchange Program. She stated

that at this time there are 51 participants. They have distributed 11,144 syringes and
8,249 of these have been returned culminating in a 75% return rate.

Health Promotion
Jennifer Rankosky reported for Health Promotion

 Breast and Cervical Health program screened 60 women in October in collaboration with
Family Planning.

 Malia Morris continues to reach out to groups to provide Adult Mental Health First Aid
and Suicide Prevention resources.

 Wendy Olson gave an update on alcohol compliance checks. Seventeen checks have
been completed so far with one failure. Most of the law enforcement agencies will be
completing their checks in December and January.

Home Health
Courtney Gwiazdon reporting for Home Health

 Census is up with 37 consults in October. Active patient census is 75 with 4 pending
referrals.

 The total number of visits in October was 689.
 Referrals remain widespread through assisted living facilities, skilled nursing facilities,

physician offices and the hospitals.
 Home Health is currently showing a gain for October of $12,726 which gives a deficit of

$930 for the quarter. This is significant as October is the month where insurance fees and
workman’s comp are paid.

 Focused Patient-Driven Groupings Model training sessions have been completed. The
electronic medical record provider is working diligently to have all of the changes in
place.

Animal Shelter
No report available for the Animal Shelter

Mosquito District
No report available for the Mosquito District

Financial Report
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Kirk Zander reported on the Financial Report
 The preliminary cash balance for the General Health Fund at the end of September is just

over $674,000.
 The General Fund report has a new format. The Total Budget vs. YTD Actual report

compares the total General Fund budget to the year-to-date actual revenues and expenses
and gives an overall view of the fund. This report also shows the change in cash during
the period.

 The second report, YTD Budget vs. YTD Actual, gives a breakdown of the General Fund
department’s year-to-date budget to the year-to-date actuals with notes on the individual
departments.

 Revenues and Expenses are currently in line with the budget and look good. Revenues in
Immunization and Environmental Health departments are strong. November will see
increased expenses, due to a third payroll in the month

 The Department has budgeted for various capital projects through June and remains on
track to fund those projects as outlined in the county’s CIP budget.

 Home Health cash balance is just over $219,000. This represents a cash balance decrease
of approximately $1,000 since the start of the current fiscal year. Accounts Receivable
balance was $235,000 at the end of October down from $255,000 at the end of
September.

Health Officer’s Report
Hanson reported on the Health Officer’s Report

 Hanson attended the Local Government Interim Committee meeting on November 13,
2019 to participate in a panel of local health department representatives.

Follow-up Items
Hanson reported on the Follow-up Items

 Hanson presented at the Flathead Basin Commission meeting on October 16, 2019 on the
basics of our septic regulations. The Flathead Basin Commission has formed an On-Site
Wastewater Treatment Systems Committee. They have requested the participation of
Hanson and Myerowitz.

 The increases in subdivision fees are on hold as the Environmental Quality Council
objected to the proposed increases at their September meeting.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Other Business
There was no other business.

Board Member Comments

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 3:04.

Transcribed by Nikki Bishop


