
Flathead City-County Board of Health 
Agenda Item #7 

 
Agenda Item Summary: Flathead County is seeing a dramatic rise 

in COVID-19 cases, related hospitalizations, and deaths. Large 

events have been a source of COVID-19 exposure.  As of October 

9, 2020 there have been outbreaks in Flathead County linked to 

the large events including 4 weddings, 2 trade shows, and 3 

political events.   

 

The Health Officer is requesting support in the implementation 

of a Health Office Order to immediately limit event size to 500. 

 

Department Recommendation. The Department recommends support for 

the immediate implementation of the Health Officer Order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF HEALTH OFFICER 

October 15, 2020 

 
 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the 

worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 Novel Coronavirus a pandemic; 

 

WHEREAS, as of October 9, 2020, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention indicates there have been 7,528,313 

cases and 211,132 deaths in the United States; 

 

WHEREAS, as of October 9, 2020, the Flathead City-County 

Health Department has received report of 1,817 cases and 23 

deaths in Flathead County; 

 

WHEREAS, all states in the United States are experiencing 

confirmed cases of COVID-19; 

 

WHEREAS, the Montana Department of Public Health and Human 

Services (DPHHS)recognizes COVID-19 as a threat to the 

residents of Montana; 

 

WHEREAS, the Flathead County Incident Command has activated 

response plans and protocols in response to cases of COVID- 

19 in Flathead County: 

 

WHEREAS, proactively implementing mitigation measures to slow 

the spread of the virus is in the best interests of Flathead 

County and its people; 

 

WHEREAS, COVID-19, a respiratory disease that can result in 

serious illness or death and is a new strain of Coronavirus that 

had not been previously identified in humans and can easily 

spread from person-to-person; 

 

WHEREAS, the CDC identifies the potential public health threat 

posed by COVID-19 both globally and in the United States as 

”high” and has advised that person-to-person spread of the 

COVID-19 will continue to occur globally, including within the 

United States, Montana, and Flathead County; 

 

WHEREAS, based upon all of the above, the Governor of the 

State of Montana, in consultation with public health 

authorities, has directed non-essential social and 

recreational gatherings of individuals outside of a home or 

place of residence of greater than fifty (50) people not 

advisable, if a distance of at least six (6) feet between 



individuals cannot be maintained. Events with groups larger 

than 50 people should be cancelled unless physical distancing 

can be maintained.  

 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

outlines considerations for events and gatherings as such:  

 

 Lowest risk: Virtual-only activities, events, and 

gatherings. 

 

 More risk: Smaller outdoor and in-person gatherings in 

which individuals from different households remain spaced 

at least 6 feet apart, wear masks, do not share objects, 

and come from the same local area (e.g., community, town, 

city, or county). 

 

 Higher risk: Medium-sized in-person gatherings that are 

adapted to allow individuals to remain spaced at least 6 

feet apart and with attendees coming from outside the local 

area. 

 

 Highest risk: Large in-person gatherings where it is 

difficult for individuals to remain spaced at least 6 feet 

apart and attendees travel from outside the local area. 

 

WHEREAS, on August 13, 2020, in a letter to the Association of 

Montana Public Health Officials or AMPHO, Governor Bullock 

stated, in relevant part, “it was never my intent to have the 

gathering limitation of 50 people…apply to schools or school-

related activities,” including youth sporting events under Phase 

Two of the Reopening the Big Sky plan; 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-118 of the Montana Code 

Annotated, a local health officer in carrying out the purpose of 

the public health system shall take steps to limit contact 

between people in order to protect the public health from 

imminent threats, including but not limited to ordering the 

closure of buildings or facilities where people congregate and 

cancelling events; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Title 50, 

Chapter 2, Part 1, and specifically Section 50-2-118 of the 

Montana Code Annotated, 

 

EFFECTIVE at 11:59 pm October 15 and until 11:59pm on December 

31, 2020 events and gatherings will be limited to no more than 500 

people, and events and gatherings between 50 and 499 people must 

adhere to the following:  



 

 Submit on the Flathead City-County Health Department a 

detailed plan outlining protective measures and environmental 

controls to reduce the risk of disease transmission at least 

ten (10) days prior to event or gathering. 

 

 Maintain strict physical distancing of 6 feet between 

individuals or between groups of family members.  

 

 Follow guidance provided by Flathead City-County Health 

Department regarding event planning and ensure plan is adhered 

to at the time of the event or gathering. 

 

 Youth activities, defined as both community-based and school 

sanctioned, are not subject to this order. Youth activities 

includes all youth participants, coaches, trainers, and 

officials necessary for the youth activity. 

 

 Spectators of youth activities shall be considered a separate 

and distinct event from the youth activity itself, subject to 

this order. 

 

Violations of this order shall be punished pursuant to 

Sections 50-2-123 Montana Code Annotated. 

 
 

 

___________________________ 

Tamalee St. James Robinson 

HEALTH OFFICER FLATHEAD 

COUNTY 


