
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Providing quality public health services to ensure the conditions for a healthy community. 

Community Health Services             
751-8110     FAX 751-8111 
 

Environmental Health Services 
751-8130     FAX 751-8131  
 

Family Planning Services          
751-8150     FAX 751-8151 
 

Home Health Services              
751-6800     FAX 751-6807 
 

WIC Services                           
751-8170     FAX 751-8171 
 

Animal Shelter                          
752-1310     FAX 752-1546 
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November 2, 2020 

Open letter to residents of Flathead County: 

Over the past several weeks, we have heard from many of you in the form of emails and public testimony 
concerning our county's response to the COVID pandemic. On one hand, it is heartening to hear from so many of 
you who have taken the time to contact us regarding your concerns.  On the other hand, it is sad that this has 
become such a divisive issue.  Perhaps this divisiveness is due to the mixed messages coming from our national 
leaders, or maybe it is purely the result of living in these hyper-partisan times.  We as a health board should 
even take some responsibility for being inconsistent in our messaging to you. 
 
Whatever the cause of the division, let us start with common ground where most of us can agree.  The number 
of lab-confirmed cases of COVID has risen drastically in our community over the past several weeks.  The lab 
testing that medical professionals use to make a COVID diagnosis is very similar to that which is used for many 
other infectious diseases such as HIV, hepatitis, or influenza.  Many who test positive for COVID only have minor 
symptoms, but some have gotten life-threateningly ill or died.  We also know that those with minimal or no 
symptoms are still capable of spreading the virus to those who are more susceptible to serious complications.  
Consequently, as the number of lab-confirmed cases has spiked in our community, so has the number of people 
hospitalized in critical condition due to respiratory illness.  This increase in patients who are critically ill from 
COVID is putting great strain on our local health care systems.  We have heard this directly from our local 
medical experts and frontline care providers.  Their overwhelming consensus informs us that the COVID 
pandemic is an imminent threat to the health and well-being of our community.  Although not infallible, these 
are the same professionals who we trusted to care for us and our loved ones before pandemic and who we will 
ask to care for us after this pandemic has passed.  It stands to reason that we should heed their advice in the 
midst of this health crisis. 
 

At the same time, we are intimately aware of the indirect effects this pandemic has caused.  Businesses 
have closed, or significantly curtailed operations, leaving small business owners to grapple with the 
fallout.  The financial and emotional strain of shutdowns has led to increase incidence mental health 
crises.  Many families are struggling.  These facts are not lost on us, nor do we take them lightly. 
 

Assuming most of us agree on the current situation, let us turn our attention to how we can move forward 
together.  There has certainly been robust debate on when additional restrictions should be implemented, 
which authority should impose restrictions, and how additional restrictions would be enforced.  These 
decisions will continue to be questioned and disagreed upon as we move forward in this difficult time.  As 
these debates continue, let remain focused for the time being on what we can agree on.  We all want to do 
the right thing.  We all want our kids to stay in school and we want our businesses to thrive.  We all want to 
reduce preventable loss of life.  In that spirit, we as Board of Health along with the Flathead City County 
Health Department once again urge all members of our community to refocus your efforts on following 
safety recommendations as outlined by the CDC and the Flathead City-County Health Department.  For 
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those of you who do not trust these recommendations, we know that we are probably not going to change 
your minds.  What we ask is that you realize your individual choices may have consequences for others 
around you - small inconveniences multiplied across the population can have significant impact on the 
prevalence of disease in our community. 
 

We all want this pandemic to be over, but pretending it does not exist will not help to keep our schools 
open and our businesses thriving.  Please, practice strict personal safety measures, limit gathering in 
groups, treat others with respect, and be courteous to those around you. 
 
 
 
 
Bill Burg, 
Chair, on behalf of the Flathead City- County Board of Health 


